
 

 

Coyote Run 
 
Contact Info: 
Phone: 757-869-5612 
Email: info@coyoterun.com 
Web: www.coyoterun.com 
 
Within a sweeping soundscape, Coyote Run engages the audience in story after story, whisking them 
away to celebrate the ancient Celtic springtime holiday of Beltane (Mayday), march side by side with the 
Scottish honor guard of Joan of Arc, roll out the guns against Sir Francis Drake, snatch back a faerie 
abductee, or defy the universe with the bold words of Invictus (the Unconquered). The stories are rich and 
compelling, the melodies are memorable and at once manage to be both familiar and original. Tight 
harmonies and soaring vocals telling tales from legend, history and myth are the hallmark of this band. 
 
“Imagine Jethro Tull on Broadway and you start to get the picture.” 

– Sam McDonald, Daily Press, Virginia 
 
Bagpipes, guitars, fiddle, accordion, whistles, didgeridoo, electric bass, killer drums, and much more 
greet the audience at a Coyote Run concert. Something in the alchemical mix of players and their unique 
backgrounds creates a seamless, adrenaline filled show that never lets up. From the growling, rhythmic 
screams of the didgeridoo, to the rich, polyrhythm of the drums, to the monstrous and intricate bass lines, 
the soaring fiddle, the filigree of the accordion, the triumph of the bagpipes and the lyrical whimsy of the 
whistles, this is a band that is unlike any other and is not soon forgotten. 
 
“Coyote Run blends a marvelously eclectic Celt setlist with their ancient earthy vibe for a lavish musical 
feast of harmony and rhythm. But their hidden talent is holding an enthusiastic crowd with their perfect a 
capella when the rain comes down and the power goes out. I call ‘em the Earth Mamas and Papas!”  

– Kyf Brewer, lead singer and founder, Barleyjuice 
 
Equally at home in front of 10,000 cheering fans at an international festival, or playing in concert halls for 
300, Coyote Run has created a truly magical sound and transcendent live show. The depth and complexity 
of their music is simply amazing, with poetry that reveals something new with each hearing, original 
music that interweaves seamlessly with traditional tunes, and energy that is simply non-stop. As was 
noted in Sing Out! Magazine, “The Coyotes fascinate beyond their engrossing sound because of the 
nature of their songs…[the songs contain] all the right stuff: energy, intelligence, and memorable music.” 
 
Coyote Run’s instrumentation spans a wide range with guitar, bagpipes, fiddle, electric bass, drum set, 
whistles, flute, trombones, djembe, bodhran, and didgeridoo all coming together to create a rich and ever-
changing sound. 
 
Coyote Run is David Doersch, Catherine Hauke, Michael Kazalski, Paul Anderson and Doug Bischoff. 





 

 

Reviews and Comments 
 
Laurie Brown, Williamsburg Native 

If your concept of Celtic music is dulcet soprano tones on PBS, then brace yourself. Get 
ready for your hair to blow back and your blood to pulse when these warrior poets start to 
rock. Thoughtful storytelling is always key to their brand of muscular, fresh folk rock 
honoring Celtic traditions and infused with Native American, Civil War, and Aboriginal 
strains. Storytelling reached a new level with anecdotes shared by previous band 
members at this fun reunion. The almost full house brimmed with warm affection from 
followers who recognize the depth and breadth of talent that has led to Coyote Run’s 
national and international success. 

Be sure to visit www.coyoterun.com for more info on the band’s fascinating history and 
watch their videos (especially Whalesong and Oak and Ash and Thorn). 

You’ll be amazed, as was I, at the versatility of the vocalists and musicians. First, there’s 
lead vocalist David Doersch, who also played the accordion and trombone. Yes, I said 
“trombone.” Part of the joy of this retrospective was seeing the many styles brought to 
the band by each new member over the years. The group’s evolution took a side trip 
through New Orleans jazz and blues. I suspect there’s no style of music this talented 
group could not play; it’s Celtic Rock where they’ve found their bliss. David’s vocals are 
clear, expressive, and potent. 

All of the band members contributed strong vocals and striking harmonies, but the variety 
of instrumentation really caught my attention. Imagine my surprise when Doug Bischoff, 
who modestly told me he “played pipes” for Coyote Run, switched to the didgeridoo, 
guitar, drums, tambourine, and yes, trombone! I know from conversation with him on a 
sound engineering project that he also plays keyboard, so what’s left? Amazing. 

Drummer Cathy Hauke’s complex polyrhythms were incredibly powerful, yet also subtly 
nuanced, the sign of an artist’s spirit at work. Her vocals should not be understated. One 
of the most magical moments of the show was the a capella interlude in Whalesong. 

It was bass guitarist Michael Kazalski who transitioned the band from acoustic to electric. 
Until now, I never knew the bass line could evoke so much emotion. Thanks for helping 
me to hear with new ears, Michael! 

Paul Anderson’s lyrical fiddling made several tunes soar. David Doersch says that Paul 
“is a gifted player who idiomatically steps in and enhances any song of any style.” 

When asked his favorite part of the concert, David replied “it’s a one-time thing, a 



 

wonderful chance to see old Coyotes together again.” The band is looking forward to 
touring Scotland for the second time in September, where 80 of their fans will join them. 
Next year it’s on to Wales. 

Locals can look forward to seeing the Coyotes back at the Kimball Theater for their 
annual Thanksgiving weekend show. 

 
Mike Farragher, Celtic Pulse 

 Coyote Run, a tireless touring band out of Virginia that travels Ireland and the East 
coast extensively, thrilled the crowd with a funky blend of hard driving Irishness. If the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers wore kilts instead of socks over their genitals, they might look and 
sound something like this. Backed by a band that blends traditional sounds with hard 
driving rock and lyrics stuffed with literature references, lead singer David Doersch kept 
the crowd entertained with stories of witches being burned at the stake (honestly, it was 
entertaining! You had to be there, I guess). Doug Bischoff stole the show with a tour de 
force performance on familiar instruments like guitar, bagpipes, whistles, and mandolin, 
as well as exotic instruments like the long horn known as the didgeridoo and the 
dulcimer. 

 
Sam McDonald, Daily Press, Newport News, VA 
  Imagine Jethro Tull on Broadway and you’re starting to get the picture. 
 
Wayne Bledsoe, Knoxville News Sentinel,  Knoxville, TN 

 The name Coyote Run doesn't exactly sound like the name of a Celtic rock band. 
 "It speaks more to my personal journey more than it does to the content of the music," 
says Coyote Run founder David Doersch. "The coyote is the trickster spirit in Native 
American spirituality. He's the one who doesn't like to be bound by rules or boundaries of 
any kind. That's been a big symbolic influence in my life. When we started the band we 
decided we wanted that playful spirit in what we do." 
 The band's instrumentation follows suit. In addition to the instruments traditionally 
associated with Celtic music (including bagpipes), Coyote Run utilizes African djembe 
drums, electric guitars, trombones and a didgeridoo. 
 "For us it's more about what serves the song rather than any kind of list that says A, B 
or C," says Doersch from his home in Williamsburg, Va. 
 Coyote Run began a decade ago when theater professor Doresch began writing music. 
 "It was all very Celtic (sounding)," says Doersch. 
 After Doersch gathered a group of musicians to make a recording of his songs, the 
musicians decided that they should remain a group and tour. 
 The group's touring was so successful that he dropped his teaching job to play music 
full time. The original group was much more in the Celtic folk tradition. When some 
original members dropped out five years ago, the group decided to stretch out. 
Drummer/percussionist Catherine Hauke joined the group and helped the group redefine 
its sound. 
 "That's really when we became a Celtic rock band," says Doersch. "We've gone much 
further than that than we ever did before." 



 

 Doersch says his background in theater (and other members have theatrical 
backgrounds as well), means the group presents a very theatrical concert. The group also 
has two very different types of shows - one appropriate for school children and a regular 
show for all ages. 
 Doersch says the most difficult thing the group encounters is describing the band's 
music. While the band is far from traditional, the group is not just a rock band with 
bagpipes. Some listeners are surprised by the group's eclectic collection of instruments, 
but Doersch points out that musical instruments have a long history of immigration, 
including that most distinctive Celtic instrument. 
 "Bagpipes originated in Turkey," says Doersch. "Almost every old society has some 
instrument that involves an animal's guts with pipes coming out of it!" 
 The group may raise a few purist eyebrows, but Doersch says the band is prepared for 
distainful critics: 
 "If people say 'That's not the way you play this type of music,' we know to say, 'That's 
the way WE play this kind of music.' " 
 The members of Virginia's Coyote Run put no fences around their music. 

 
Rich Warren, host of Folkstage - nationally broadcast live radio concert 
  The audience levitated three feet off their seats during the performance, that's how 

good Coyote Run was. Our crowd is usually enthusiastic, but they really went wild 
tonight. 

  
If… Journal 
  Not since Bruce Hornsby has Williamsburg, Virginia given birth to such energetic 

musical excitement. Songs...employing harps, Bodhran drums...pipes...acoustic guitars 
and fiddles are woven together by a range of vocals that could hold their own a cappella, 
if necessary. 

  So, if you're in the mood to take a roller coaster ride on your CD player, then run with 
the Coyotes as they playfully introduce you to their world of fun, laughter, adventure and 
memorable songs. 

 
Art Ketchen, Celtic Beat 

 And now for something a tad more centered in the traditional. Coyote Run is very 
eclectic in it's musical approach. Here it is a good thing. They begin with Peter Bellamy's 
arrangement of Rudyard Kipling's poem "Oak & Ash & Thorn." Likewise Coyote Run 
runs with Robert Louis Stevenson's "Glory's Call." A most interesting combination of 
traditional Irish tunes with nineteenth century British literature(and in the case of Kipling 
very ironic indeed). Another song in this vein is "Ulysses" by Alfred Lord Tennyson. 
 "The Dragon of Cabo San Lucas" instrumentally has a distinctly Breton quality to it, 
albeit with a Calfornia of old locale to the lyrics. Everywhere on this CD the musical 
craftsmanship is flawless. 
 "Wee Be Souldiers Three" is one of the best renditions of this I've heard. "Mairi Mac" 
is also here. And for something totally unexpected "Bye Bye Blues"/"Bill Bailey" in the 
midst of all this combination of British literature, traditional tunes, and Celtic 
instrumentals. Another digression is Carl Franzen's "On The Road" which fits just fine 



 

here. 
 "Boardin' The Train" is an interesting takeoff on Welsh folklore written by David 
Doersch and sung boldly here. Coyote Run certainly is adept in it's own way with taking 
from all walks of Celtic tradition. 
 This holds right to the end with an unabashedly pagan "Lord Of The Dance." 
 Listening to Coyote Run makes me think of a large fascinating library, where every 
book you open gives you a view of something fascinating. 

 
 



 

 

Celtic and Folk Festivals 
 
Well versed in the dynamic of Celtic and Folk festivals, where a band is called upon to perform 
multiple times throughout the day in rotation with other acts, Coyote Run has performed for 
literally hundreds of thousands of appreciative audience members. 
 
Our stage shows are tailor-made for the demands of each festival, and we share stage graciously 
and enthusiastically with the other artists, often inviting them to join us for our finale. It is quite 
typical at festivals for the stage shows to last no more than 30-40 minutes. Coyote Run has 
developed a strong reputation for punctuality and a sharp, compelling stage show that keeps the 
audience engaged, laughing and cheering for more. 
 
Of course, most festivals also host an evening concert, ceilidh or jam session. Coyote Run 
regularly participates in these, sharing in the exuberant spirit and celebration of music that has 
brought the audience and the artists together.  
 
Look to Coyote Run to fit in seamlessly and generously with other artists, creating for your 
audience an atmosphere of celebration and fun, surrounded with flawless music and a huge 
helping of laughter. 
 
"Congratulations on yet another great Highland Festival! The musical highlight, for me, was 
Coyote Run! They certainly are "Full Throttle," and their eclectic mix of musical styles and 
personalities blend together, surprisingly, as well as their vocal harmony, but, at the same time, 
without losing any of their unique qualities. Please try to have them back next year!" 

- Renee Shreve 
 
"Coyote Run is one of the hottest bands on the Celtic music circuit today" 

- Louise Dunphy, Entertainment Coordinator, Celebration of Celts 
 
“The ‘Take No Prisoners’ approach to Celtic Music!” 

 --Gene Shay, WXPN Radio, Philadelphia, PA 
 
“Your music touched my soul that Sunday afternoon. I love all types of music, from country and 
bluegrass to classical and everything in between but I had never listened to Celtic music before 
that rainy Sunday afternoon. I'm not sure it is the Celtic sound as much as it is the unique soul 
inspiring melodies you so masterfully bring together with incredible heavenly vocals and 
instrumentals. The energy of your performance was like nothing I have ever seen before (and I 
have seen many bands who are considered legendary). I applaud the unique talent your band has 
brought together. 

- Carla Beswick, MSN, FNP 



 

 

A Selection of Some of the Venues at which we have performed 
 

Festivals 
Grandfather Mountain, NC  
Celebration of Celts, NY 
Greenville Highland Games, SC 
Gatlinburg Highland Games, TN 
Charleston Highland Games, SC 
Toledo Irish Festival, OH  
Sycamore Shoals Celtic Festival, TN 
Celtic Fling, PA 
Williamsburg Scottish Festival, VA  
Virginia Scottish Festival, VA 
Virginia Highlands Festival, VA 
Potomac Celtic Festival, VA 
Sonora Celtic Festival, CA 
McHenry Highland Festival, MD  
Carlisle Highland Games, PA  
Chesapeake Celtic Festival, MD  
Foothills Highland Games, NC  
Country Roads Folk Festival, WV  
Blackstone Celtic Festival, MA 
Rites of Spring, MA  
Midsummer Music Festival, VA 
Tidewater Traditional Arts Festival, VA  
Busch Gardens, Williamsburg, VA  
Merry Meet Folk Festival, MN  
Celtic Heritage Festival, VA 
Celebration of Celts, NY 
Starwood Festival, OH 
Riverfire, NY 

 
 
 
 

Concert Halls and Concert Series 
Kimball Theatre, VA  
Palace Theatre, TN  
First Night Williamsburg, VA 
Carlisle Theatre, PA  
Irish Cultural Heritage Center, WI 
The Blue Moon, FL 
The Sellersville Theatre, PA 
Dewey Decibel Concert Series, VA  
Bedford Concert Series, VA  
Shepherdstown Opera House, WV  
Philadelphia FolkSong Society, PA 
The Birchmere, VA  
Buffalo Irish Center, NY 
Folkstage, WFMT, Chicago, IL  
Yorktown Concert Series, VA  
Middle Earth Music Hall, VT 
Chaplin’s Music Hall, PA 
Kirk Avenue Music Hall, VA 
Blackrock Center for the Arts, MD 
Irish Center of Queens, NY 
Mariner’s Museum, VA  
Clematis by Night, FL  
Yorktown Library Concert Series, VA  
City Church of Homestead, FL  
The Abingdon Ballroom, VA 
Labyrinth Café Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Clover Lane Coffeehouse, PA 
Performance Place, WAMC, NY 
Crossroads Coffeehouse, MA 
World Cafe Live, WXPN, PA 
and many more... 

 
A VARIETY OF HIGH RESOLUTION PHOTOS OF THE BAND ARE AVAILABLE FOR 

DOWNLOAD AT THE FOLLOWING URL: WWW.COYOTERUN.COM/PRESS.PHP 



 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate release 
 
KILTED ROCK AT THE (PLACE) WITH COYOTE RUN! 
 
"Imagine Jethro Tull on Broadway and you start to get the picture." 

- Sam McDonald, Music Editor, Daily Press, Norfolk, VA 
 
Celtic powerhouse Coyote Run will bring their signature and highly literate Celtic Rock to the 
(place) on (date and time). Touring in support of their new CD, Between Wick and Flame, 
Coyote Run's theatrical performances have been igniting stages nationwide. This is a band that 
loves Celtic music - loves their audiences - and knows how to have a rollicking good time! 
 
Given that their founder and lead singer has been a professor for many years, it is no surprise 
that this band has come to be known as "the thinking person's Celtic Rock band.” Coyote Run 
headlines and performs in major Celtic festivals, concert halls, clubs and pubs throughout the 
United States, as well as tours of Ireland and Scotland. 
 
"If the Red Hot Chili Peppers wore kilts...they might sound something like this band,” says 
Mike Farragher of the Irish Voice. Gene Shay of Philadelphia’s WXPN commented after hearing 
the band that they represented the “take no prisoners approach to Celtic music," and Art 
Ketchen of the magazine Celtic Beat, writes that “Listening to Coyote Run makes me think of a 
large... library, where every book you open gives you a view of something fascinating.” 
 
Their CDs, Ten Years Running: A Retrospective, Between Wick and Flame, A Kilted Christmas 
(DVD), Places, and Coyote Run Pleads the Fifth are currently available through their website 
(www.coyoterun.com) and through a variety of internet retailers including Amazon.com, the 
iTunes music store, and barnesandnoble.com. Other releases available through digital 
download only. 
 
Coyote Run is David Doersch, Catherine Hauke, Doug Bischoff, Michael Kazalski and Paul 
Anderson. The band’s webpage has photos, upcoming dates and bio information on the band 
members. You can find their websites at: www.coyoterun.com and 
facebook.com/coyoterunband. 
 
Press contact: David Doersch at 757-869-5612. 
### 
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